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1. FOR LANGUAGE SKILL TESTS ( CÁC MÔN THỰC HÀNH TIẾNG)
                                                          LISTENING TEST 
Purpose of the test

The Listening test is designed to assess a wide range of listening skills, including how well you

· understand main ideas and specific factual information

· recognise the opinions, attitudes and purpose of a speaker

· follow the development of an argument

Timing

The Listening test takes approximately 30 minutes, and you are allowed an extra 10 minutes to transfer your answers from your question booklet to your answer sheet.

Four sections
The IELTS Listening test is broken down into four sections:

	Section
	Description

	1
	You listen to a conversation between two people set in an everyday social situation, e.g. a conversation in an accommodation agency, and answer questions on your comprehension.

	2
	You listen to a monologue set in an everyday social situation, e.g. a speech about local facilities or a talk about the arrangements for meals during a conference.

	3
	You listen to a conversation between up to four people set in an educational or training context, e.g. a university tutor and a student discussing an assignment, or a group of students planning a research project.

	4
	You listen to a monologue on an academic subject, e.g. a university lecture.


You will begin by listening to a recording of instructions and a sample question for section 1. Then you will read the questions for section 1, listen to section 1, and answer the questions.

This procedure is repeated for sections 2, 3 and 4.

In the final 10 minutes, you will transfer your answers onto the answer sheet.

Each section is heard once only.

Questions

There are 40 questions.

A variety of question types is used, and you may be asked to

· answer multiple choice questions

· label a plan, map or diagram

· fill in a form

· complete a table

· complete a flow-chart

· give short answers

Marking

Each correct answer receives one mark.

Instructions to candidates

In the actual test you will be given the following instructions:

· do not open this question paper until you are told to do so

· write your name and candidate number in the spaces at the top of this page

· listen to the instructions for each part of the paper carefully

· answer all the questions

· while you are listening, write your answers on the question paper

· you will have 10 minutes at the end of the test to copy your answers onto the separate answer sheet; use a pencil

At the end of the test you will be asked to hand in the question paper.

Review

Once you have completed the practice test, download the answers and see how well you have done.

DESCRIPTION

Paper Format

Four sections. The first two sections deal with situations set in everyday social contexts. There is a conversation between two speakers in Section 1 and a monologue in Section 2 (for example, a conversation about travel arrangements, a speech about local facilities or arrangements for meals during a conference). The final two sections deal with situations set in educational and training contexts In Section 3 there is a conversation between up to four speakers (for example, a university tutor and some students planning a research project), and Section 4 is a monologue on an academic subject. The recordings are heard once only.

Timing

Approximately 30 minutes (plus 10 minutes' transfer time), 

No of Questions: 40

Task Types

A variety of questions is used, chosen from the following types: multiple -choice, matching, plan/map/diagram labelling, form; note/table/flow-chart/summary completion, sentence completion, and Short-answer questions.

Answering

During the Listening lest candidates write their answers on the question paper as they listen and at the end or the test are given 10 minutes to transfer their answers to an answer sheet. Care should be taken when writing answers on the answer sheet as poor spelling and grammar are penalized.

Any question carries a mark.

DETAILS

Task Type 1 - Multiple choice

Format

In this task type, there is a question followed by (three possible answers, or the beginning of a sentence followed by three possible sentence endings Candidates are required to choose the one correct answer A,B or C Sometimes candidates are given a longer list of possible answers and told that they have to choose more than one. In this case they should read the question carefully to check how many answers are required.

Task Focus


This task type is used to test a wide range of skills. It may require the candidate to have a detailed understanding of specific points or an overall understanding of the main points of the listening text.

Number of Questions

Variable

Task Type 2 - Matching

Format

In this task type, candidates are required to match a numbered list of items from the listening text to a set of options on the question paper. The set of options may be criteria of some kind. Many variations of this task type are possible with regards the type of options to be matched.

Task Focus

This task type assesses the skill of listening for detail. It assesses whether a candidate can understand information given in a conversation on an everyday topic such as different types of hotel or guest house accommodation. It also assesses the ability to follow a conversation involving interaction between two people. It may also be used to assess candidates' ability to recognise relationships and connections between facts in the listening text.

Number of Questions

Variable

Task Type 3 - Plan, map, diagram labelling

Format


In this task type, candidates are required lo complete labels on a visual. The answers are usually selected from a list on the question paper. Candidates should transfer the letter of the option they have selected to the answer sheet in the time allowed. The visual may be; a diagram (e.g. a piece of equipment), a set of pictures, a plan (e.g. of a building), a map (e.g. of part of a town).

Task Focus


This task type assesses (the ability to understand, for example, a description of a place, and to relate this to a visual representation. This may include being able to follow language expressing spatial relationships and directions (e.g. straight on/through the far door).

Number of Questions

Variable

Task Type 4 - Form, note, table, flow-chart, summary completion

Format


In this task type, candidates are required to fill in gaps in an outline of part or of all of the listening text. The outline will focus on the main ideas/facts in the text In all cases except the summary, note form can be used when completing the gaps. This means that articles, auxiliary verbs etc. may be omitted when they are not necessary for the meaning. The summary is written in connected sentences and so it must be grammatically correct. The outline may be; 1) a form: often used to record factual details such as names. 2) a set of notes: used lo summarise any type of information using the layout to show how different items relate to one another. 3) a table: used as a way of summarising information which relates to clear categories - e.g. place/time/price, 4) a flow- chart: used to summarise a process which has clear stages, with the direction of the process shown by arrows, 5) a summary: used to summarise any information in the form of a complete text. Candidates may have to; a) select their answers from a list on the question paper, b) identify the missing words from the recording which fit into the form/notes etc. In this case, they should keep to the word limit stated in the instructions. Candidates do not have to change the words from the recording in any way. Candidates should read the instructions very carefully as the number of words or numbers they should use to fill the gaps will vary. A word limit is given, for example.   NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER'.


Candidates are penalised for writing more than the stated number of words, and candidates should check this word limit carefully for each task. Contracted words will not be tested. Hyphenated words count as single words.

Task Focus

This task type focuses on the main points which a listener would naturally record in this type of situation.

Number of Questions

Variable

Task Type 5 - Sentence completion

Format


In this task type, candidates are required to read a set of sentences summarising key information from all the listening text or from one part of iL They have to complete a gap in each sentence using information from the listening text. A word limit is given, for example, NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER'. Candidates are penalised for writing more than the stated number of words. (Candidates should check this word limit carefully for each task). Contracted words will not be tested. Hyphenated words count as single words. The words that the candidates use for their answers do not have to be taken directly from the listening text. Candidates are penalised for writing more than the stated number of words and if they do so, they will lose the mark. Contracted words will not be tested. Hyphenated words counted as single words.

Task Focus


This task type focuses on the ability to identify the key information in a listening text. Candidates have to understand functional relationships such as cause and effect.

Number of Questions

Variable

Task Type 6 - Short-answer questions

Format


In this task type, candidates are required to read a question to which they have to write a short answer using information from the listening text. A word limit is given, for example, NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER", Candidates are penalised for writing more than the slated number of words. Candidates should check this word limit carefully for each (ask.) Contracted words will not be tested. Hyphenated words count as single words Sometimes candidates are given a question which asks them to list two or three points-

Task Focus


This task type focuses on the ability to listen for concrete fads - such as places, prices or limes - given in the listening text.

Number of Questions

Variable

SPEAKING TEST

I. FORMAT OF THE SPEAKING TEST

The speaking test consists of three parts.

Part 1: Self- introduction

In this part, you will talk about yourselves. The questions are very general and focus on familiar topics. For example, you are expected to talk about your job, your family, your studies, your leisure activities, your hobbies, your future plans, and so on.

Part 2: Topic presentation

Each candidate will have a card with a particular topic on it. You will give a two-minute presentation on the topic. You are required to be able to describe, to explain, to analyse, to suggest a solution, to justify your position, and so on. 

Part 3:  Examiners’ questions

Examiners will ask you questions related to the topic you have talked about. In this section, the questions require you to discuss more abstract issues related to the given topic in part 2, express your opinion, and demonstrate reasons to justify your position.

II. ASSESSMENT: 

The Speaking module aims at assessing your ability to communicate effectively in English. Your performance is, therefore, assessed on the following criteria.

Fluency: 

· Ability to express ideas and opinion with a normal level of continuity.

· Ability to make good use of strategic competence in presenting the topic and handling examiners’ questions.

Coherence:

· Ability to structure the presentation with main ideas, sufficient supporting ideas, evidence, and relevant examples. 

· Ability to use appropriate cohesive devices to link ideas and language together to form coherent connected speech.

Accuracy:

· Ability to use a range of correct, comprehensible pronunciation, grammatical structures, and appropriate vocabulary.

III. TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION

Education

Health

Hometown

Language learning

Leisure activities

Public concerns

Technology

Tourism

Working life

READING TEST

I Target reading skills

· Scanning and skimming

· Understanding main ideas

· Reading for detail

· Understanding opinion or attitude

II Question types

· Multiple choice

· Short answer questions

· Sentence completion

· Summary/ notes/ diagram/ chart/ table completion

· Labelling a diagram

· Classification

· Matching lists/phrases

· Paragraph headings

· Identification of writer’s views/ attitudes

· Yes/ No/ Not given or True/ False/ Not given

WRITING TEST 
The written section of the test contains of two parts. 
1) The first part requires the taker to describe the data provided in a graphic which may be a linear graph, a bar graph, a pie chart, a diagram or a matrix. The first one is an analysis essay that should be based on the graphic information, it should be written in 20 minutes and contain at least 150 words.

2) In the second part the applicant will be asked to write an argumentative essay on the given topics. The second is argument based essay on a topic given in the test paper. The argumentative essay should contain at least 250 words and be completed in 40 minutes.
You should note, that you can gain more points for the second essay than for the first one. So, you should spend more time and attention on it.
Examples of writing tasks:

1) Task 1 Writing an analysis essay based on the graphic information.


Typical questions will briefly tell you what information is being represented in the chart, graph etc and then ask you to do one of the following:


Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make comparisons where relevant.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information given.


First decide whether to use the present tense or the past tense. The graph should indicate this. If there is a date or a period, like a year or a decade, use past tense. If there is no specific time information, you probably need to use the present tense. You probably won’t ever have to use the perfect tense for this kind of report.


Describing Single Line Graphs

Most students seem to find line graphs the most difficult to describe. So let's begin here.

Identify exactly what information is being shown from the graph. What are the units? Are they percentages, times, numbers or what?

In the examples given, look at how to describe:

1. The general situation – the graph as a whole

2. Things increasing 

3. Things reaching a high point 

4. Things decreasing 

5. Things reaching a low point 

[image: image1.png]London Underground station passengers

ajdoad jo JaquinN

450
400
350
300
250
200
150
100

50

00zz
00142
0002
006}
008l
002}
009}
00'g)
00vh
o0el
00z}
004
000}
006

[

002

009

Time





The graph shows the number of people using a certain station on the London Underground from six in the morning to ten at night. We can see that this number fluctuates widely at this station, which experiences two pronounced busy times shown by two peaks in the volume of passengers. 


The first peak, at 08:00, when 400 passengers use the station, coincides with the morning rush-hour, and is preceded by a two-hour rapid increase in passenger traffic, from a low of 100 at 06:00. It is followed by an equally steep two-hour fall off in passengers to a low of about 175 by ten am


The second peak, during the evening rush hour, occurs at 18:00, when the number of passengers using the station is just short of the morning peak of 400. As with the morning peak, the sharp build up and decline both last for two hours.


From 10:00 in the morning, the numbers slowly rise again until two in the afternoon when they fall: slowly for the first hour then sharply to a daytime low of under one hundred at four in the afternoon. 

Task 2 Writing an argumentative essay


Even though globalization affects the world’s economies in a positive way, its negative side should not be forgotten. Discuss.

Some people think that students who don’t take a break in studies between the high school and the university are at disadvantage compared to students who travel and work after high school before further continuing their education. Do you agree or disagree?

We are becoming increasingly dependent on computers. They are used in business, crime detection and even to fly planes. What things will they be used for in future? Is this dependence on computers a good thing or should we be more suspicious of their benefits?

2. FOR LANGUAGE THEORY TEST ( CÁC MÔN LÝ THUYẾT TIẾNG)
                                                  PHONETICS & PHONOLOGY

A. PHONETICS

     I. Sound classes - Description & classification

1. Vowels

2. Consonants 

 II. Assimilation

B. PHONOLOGY

     I. The phoneme


     II. Minimal pairs

     III. The allophone

                                                            MORPHOLOGY
A. WORD STRUCTURE

     I.  Morphemes 

Definition – characteristic features - Types of morphemes

     II. The representation of the internal structure of complex words:

1. The tree structure 

2. The bracket diagram     

B. WORD FORMATION 

Types of morphological processes – Definition – Characteristic features:  

     I. Compounding

     II. Derivation

     III. Shortening

     IV. Conversion

     V. Ablaut

     VI. Stress shift

     VII. Inflection

                                                               SYNTAX
     I. Identifying sentence elements (clause types)

     II. Transformation of sentences

     III. Sentence analysis (GCE & PSRs)

     IV. Ambiguity

     V. Synthesis of sentences 

                                                 LEXICOLOGY & SEMANTICS

I. Reference & Sense 

II. Motivation of words

III. Polysemy, homonymy and context

     IV. Metaphor & Metonymy

     I. Sense Properties

  
1. Analyticity

2. Syntheticity 

3. Contradiction

     II. Sense Relations

1. Identity and Similarity of sense 

- Synonymy and paraphrases

- Hyponymy and entailment

2. Oppositeness and Dissimilarity of sense

- Antonymy and contradictoriness

- Ambiguity

QUESTIONS

A. Phonetics & Phonology

Classification of sounds in English:

1. In what way(s) are speech sounds divided into vowels and consonants?

(table 2.2 the major difference between consonants and vowels 

(Reference books can be: Contemporary Linguistics (C.L), 1993. p. 18)

2. What does the particular quality of a consonant depend on?

3. How many types of articulatory obstruction? Define or explain them 

(Reference books can be: English Phonetics, Moscow. p. 14: table of English consonants, p. 16 - 19)

4. According to what principles are consonants usually classified? 

5. On what base are the English vowel phonemes divided into monophthongs and diphthongs?

6. What does the particular quality of a vowel depend on?

7. According to what principles may the English monophthongs be classified?

(Reference books can be: English Phonetics, Moscow 1980, p. 16-24, 57-60)

8. Explain the phonetic features that permit the classification of speech sounds into voiced, voiceless, nasal and oral classes 

(Reference books can be: An introduction to language, Australian Ed. 1988, p. 31-32)

9. Explain the terms of:

a. Minimal pairs, Distinctive features (Intro. p. 66-70)

b. Assimilation rules, Dissimilation rules (Intro. 95-111)

c. The functions of phonological rules (Intro. p.105-111)

10. Definition of: syllables, phonemes and allophones with illustrations

(Reference books can be: C.L. p. 54 - 72)

B. Morphology

1. What are the most common types of word formation in English? Define them with illustrations (Contemporary Linguistic (C.L), 1993, p. 120-124)

2. Explain the three criteria which are commonly used to help distinguish between inflection and derivational affixes. (C.L, p. 129-131)

3. Indicate the syntactic relations of compounding elements by paraphrasing the following compounds: Sunrise, washing machine, sightseeing, birth-control, baby -sitter

4. Words fall into two general classes: Single and Complex. Explain single words versus complex words in free and bound morphemes.

5. Are some contracted forms like I'll, I'm ... bound or free morphemes?

6. Is "cran" in "cranberry, cranapple, cranprune" ... free or bound morphemes?

7. Represent the internal structure of the following words by drawing the tree structure and bracket diagram.

Uncomfortableness

Centralization

Denationalization

C. Syntax

1. Analyse the functions of the THAT- CLAUSES, and RELATIVE CLAUSES  in the following sentences:

a. That she is still alive is a consolation.

b. I told him that he was wrong.

c. The assumption is that things will improve.

d. Vote for which ever candidate you like.

e. Home is where your friends and family are.

(A University Grammar of English (A.U.G.E.), p. 316 - 319)

2. Name (functionally or semantically) the kinds of the underlined clauses in the following sentences:

a. The best thing would be for you to tell everybody.

b. With SUBORDINATOR the tree growing tall, we get more shade.

c. Whether right or wrong, he always comes off worst in an argument.

d. They left the door open in order for me to hear the baby.

e. Being a man of ingenuity, he soon repaired the machine. 

 (A.U.G.E., p. 310-327)

3. The sentence "She looked hard" contain an ambiguity, draw two different tree diagrams to clarify the meanings (Hard can be either adverb or adjective) (Brown & Miller, p. 82)

4. Indicate the borders of the complex noun phrase (as a subject) in the following simple sentences, then analyse the semantic or syntactic relations of clauses in the sentence:

The pretty girl standing in the corner who became angry because you waved to her when  you entered is Mary Smith. 

(AUGE, p. 375-376)

5. Paraphrase the following sentences and do not change its meaning.

a. In two ways (use THAT/ IT): 

Unfortunately, Bob rejected the offer.

b. In one way:

To our regret, Bob rejected the offer.

Explain the following sentence by saying who or / and what are fortunate:

Fortunately, John returned the book yesterday.

7. Underline the attitudinal disjunct which indicates the subject of the clause:

a) Surprisingly, John returned the money.

b) Rightly, John returned the money.

8. Draw four tree diagrams to illustrate grammatical relations of the sentences:

a. The people in the room frightened the boy.

b. The boy frightened the people in the room.
c. Several people who were wearing hats came in.

d. Several people came in who were wearing hats.

9. The following sentences are ambiguous. Show their ambiguity by drawing appropriate tree diagrams.

John believed Mary and Fred trusted Sally.

They have wounded men there.

Combine the following set of simple sentences to form a complex sentence:

Ramah will not play against the Hindu school. It has a very strong team. He has declared this to be his intention. He does not wish to tire himself before the cup-match.

10. Combine each set of simple sentences into one complex sentence

1. The personnel manager made proposals. Some opposed the proposals. The majority supported them. They were carried out.

2. The man was innocent. He could have defended himself. 

He refused to speak. He was afraid of convicting his friend.
D. Lexicology and Semantics

Word meaning 

Motivation of word

1. State the motivation for the underlined words in the following sentences (morphologic, semantic or phonological). Provide reason(s) for your choice.

a) Helen used to be his girlfriend.

b) He's a lion.

c) I could hear the hens cackling in the garden.

d) He broke the neck of the bottle. 

2. Examine the underlined words in following sentences and answer the questions

a) He earns his living by his pen.

b) He is a fox.

     
c) She gave me a warm welcome. 

    
 d) The room burst out laughing.

i) For each of the underlined words, determine whether it is used as metaphor or metonymy.

ii) Give reason for your choice.

Ambiguity: Polysemy and homonymy 

(Intro. p. 207-208; Semantics - a coursebook, p. 121-128)

3. Decide whether the following words are examples of homonymy or polysemy.

a) bark (of a dog vs. of a tree)
b) fork ( in a road vs. instrument for eating)
c) tail (of a coat vs. of an animal)
d) lip (of a jug vs. of a person)
e) punch (blow with a fist vs. kind of fruity alcoholic drink)
4. Examine the following sentence conversation and answer the questions:

Mouse: Mine is a long and sad tale!
Cat: (looking with wonder at the mouse's tail)

 It is a long tail, certainly, but why did you call it sad?

i) Determine whether the misunderstanding happened due to the case of homonymy or polysemy. 

ii) Give reason for your choice.

Sense and reference

5. State major difference between reference and sense. (Semantics - a coursebook, p.25-33). Provide your own example.

Sense properties: 

Analyticity, Syntheticity and Contradictoriness (Semantics - a coursebook, p.91-93)

6. Examine these sentences below and answer the following questions

a) Cats are animal.

b) Bachelors are unmarried.

c) No cats like to bathe.

d) Bachelors cannot form lasting relationships.

e) John killed Bill, who remained alive for many years after.

i) Determine whether each of the sentences above is analytic or synthetic or contradictory

ii) Give reason for your choice

Sense relations: 

7. State types of antonyms and provide examples for illustration: 

Binary (complementary) antonyms;

Converse (relational) antonyms; 

Gradable antonyms 

(Semantics - a coursebook, p.114-119)

8. Examine the data below and answer the following questions:

a) near - far

b) cheap - expensive

c) beautiful - ugly

d) top - bottom

e) father - son

f) above - below

i) Decide whether each pair of the following words are binary or converse or gradable

ii) Give reason for your choice
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